
1. Origin
PRIMARY OR SECONDARY? - WHAT'S THE 
DIFFERENCE?

A PRIMARY SOURCE AN BE:
 LETTER, JOURNAL, INTERVIEW, SPEECHES, PHOTOS, PAINTINGS, ETC. PRIMARY SOURCES ARE 
CREATED BY SOMEONE WHO IS THE “FIRST PERSON”; THESE DOCUMENTS CAN ALSO BE CALLED 
“ORIGINAL SOURCE DOCUMENTS.

 A SECONDARY SOURCE CAN BE: MATERIALS THAT ARE WRITTEN WITH THE BENEFIT OF HINDSIGHT 
(INFORMATION) AND MATERIALS THAT FILTER PRIMARY SOURCES THROUGH INTERPRETATION OR 
EVALUATION. BOOKS COMMENTING ON A HISTORICAL INCIDENT IN HISTORY ARE SECONDARY SOURCES, 
CARTOONS

ONE IS NOT MORE RELIABLE THAN THE OTHER. VALUABLE INFORMATION CAN BE GLEANED FROM BOTH 
TYPES OF DOCUMENTS.



Origin Continued…

Step 2: Question 
the reliability

This involves checking the 
reliability of the source by 

asking very targeted 
questions aimed at 

deciphering whether this 
source would be reliable 

enough to accepts its point 
of view and facts 

portrayed.

Where does this 
source come from?

When was this 
information 
published or 

posted?

Who is the author, 
publisher source or 

sponsor?

Are the authors 
credentials, 

qualifications or 
organizational affiliations 

given?

If so what are they 
and are they reliable?


