Exploring Locations:

What determines where a settlement is built?

Instructions: In groups of 2-3 look at each of the cities below. Answer the questions below in
paragraph form and giving at least three reasons.

1. Dublin, Ireland
Dublin, capital of the Republic of Ireland, is on Ireland’s east coast at the mouth of the
River Liffey. Its historic buildings include Dublin Castle, dating to the 13th century, and
imposing St Patrick’s Cathedral, founded in 1191. City parks include landscaped St
Stephen’s Green and huge Phoenix Park, containing Dublin Zoo. The National Museum

of Ireland explores Irish heritage ﬂz’ culture.

AR
/ 1
N\
bin y

A
_" 7

A. What about the geography makes this a good place to build a city?



2. Istanbul, Turkey
Istanbul is a major city in Turkey that straddles Europe and Asia across the Bosphorus
Strait. Its Old City reflects cultural influences of the many empires that once ruled here.
In the Sultanahmet district, the open-air, Roman-era Hippodrome was for centuries the
site of chariot races, and Egyptian obelisks also remain. The iconic Byzantine Hagia

Sophia features a soaring 6th-century dome and rare Christian mosaics.




Manilla, Philippines

Manila, the capital of the Philippines, is a densely populated bayside city on the island of
Luzon, which mixes Spanish colonial architecture with modern skyscrapers. Intramuros,
a walled city in colonial times, is the heart of Old Manila. It’s home to the baroque 16th-
century San Agustin Church as well as Fort Santiago, a storied citadel and former
military prison.




4. Shanghai, China
Shanghai, on China’s central coast, is the country's biggest city and a global financial
hub. Its heart is the Bund, a famed waterfront promenade lined with colonial-era
buildings. Across the Huangpu River rises the Pudong district’s futuristic skyline,
including 632m Shanghai Tower and the Oriental Pearl TV Tower, with distinctive pink
spheres. Sprawling Yu Garden has traditional pavilions, towers and ponds.
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5. Tangier, Morocco

Tangier, a Moroccan port on the Strait of Gibraltar, has been a strategic gateway
between Africa and Europe since Phoenician times. Its whitewashed hillside medina is
home to the Dar el Makhzen, a palace of the sultans that's now a museum of Moroccan
artifacts. The American Legation Museum, also in the medina, documents early
diplomatic relations between the U.S. and Morocco in an 1821 Moorish-style former
consulate.
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A. What about the gedraphy makes this a goo& place 0 build a city?




6. Buenos Aires, Argentina
Buenos Aires is Argentina’s big, cosmopolitan capital city. Its center is the Plaza de
Mayo, lined with stately 19th-century buildings including Casa Rosada, the iconic,
balconied presidential palace. Other major attractions include Teatro Colon, a grand
1908 opera house with nearly 2,500 seats, and the modern MALBA museum, displaying

Latin American art.
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7. New Orleans, USA
New Orleans is a Louisiana city on the Mississippi River, near the Gulf of Mexico.
Nicknamed the "Big Easy," it's known for its round-the-clock nightlife, vibrant live-music
scene and spicy, singular cuisine reflecting its history as a melting pot of French, African
and American cultures. Embodying its festive spirit is Mardi Gras, the late-winter

carnival famed for raucous costumed parades and street parties.
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