
 
 

 

Was Éamon de Valera a Great Leader? 

 

No, De Valera was not a Great Leader 

 

1. He caused the Irish Civil War 

Source 1 

 

https://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/introducing-ireland-1922-independence-partition-civil-war  



 
 

 

 

Source 2 

 

http://www.generalmichaelcollins.com/on-line-books/michael-collins-own-story-index/chapter-15-the-treaty-negotiations/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

2. Ambivalence towards the Nazis 

Source 3 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_neutrality_during_World_War_II  

 

Source 4 

 

https://winstonchurchill.org/publications/finest-hour/finest-hour-145/churchill-proceedings-that-neutral-island/  



 
 

3. His economic policies failed. 

 

Source 5 

 
https://www.difp.ie/volume-8/1947/memorandum-by-the-department-of-external-affairs-for-eamon-de-valera/4561/  

 

 

Source 6 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Irish_trade_war  



 
4. He turned Ireland into a Catholic theocracy. 

Source 7 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/grace-margins/when-dublin-francis-should-apologize-magdalene-laundries-too  

 

Source 8 

 

https://www.irishamerica.com/2020/07/devil-women-how-the-church-wrote-the-irish-constitution/  



 
 

5. He used force against other Irish Republicans to maintain his power. 

Source 9 

 



 
https://anphoblacht.com/contents/25940  

Source 10 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-12848272  


